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Twenty years ago, on 12 September 1990, at the consent o f the Four Powers that 
until then bore responsibility for the two German states, Germany was reunited. The 
new Federal Republic o f Germany was a completely sovereign state that could de­
fine its foreign policy without any limitations. In the new situation Germany had to 
define its international objectives anew. At the same time, Germans had to remember 
about their past, responsibility for WW2, violence and calamities their neighbours 
and other states had suffered. In the 1990s, Germany’s geographical and geopolitical 
location in the heart o f Europe, its human and economic potential and the resulting 
ambitions and aspirations made Europe and the world take an interest in reunited 
Germany which, in turn, had to face higher expectations as well as fears and con­
cerns expressed in international public opinions.

This book is the first volume o f the series titled “The Federal Republic o f Germa­
ny. Twenty Years after the Reunification”. This publication is a discussion on inter­
national activities o f the reunited FRG and an evaluation o f its major objectives and 
decisions in the area o f foreign policy. In an analytical perspective, four main areas 
o f Germany’s external activity are assessed, i.e. its approach to the European Union, 
the transatlantic agreement, its policy toward Russia, and reactions to most impor­
tant challenges and threats o f modem times. The authors have succeeded in describ­
ing the continuation and changeability o f Germany’s external strategies, indicating 
the factors that influenced the shape, direction and character o f  the foreign policy of 
the Federal Republic o f Germany and their consequences for Germany and its inter­
national environment. In the complex European and global environment, Germany 
keeps trying to develop and implement a strategy corresponding to its new potential.
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