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The 4th volume of our series titled “The Federal Republic o f Germany. Twenty Years 
after the Reunification” is devoted to most controversial issues in Polish-German relations. 
The influence and role of the reunited Federal Republic of Germany grew in the international 
arena. Its activities related to both European integration and development of a pan-European 
security system had to affect the shape of the Polish-German neighbourhood and cooperation.

The publication has three parts which deal with various aspects of relations between Bonn/ 
Berlin-Warsaw and together present a complementary picture of German policy toward Po­
land in 1990-2010.

Breakthrough events and developments in the German reunification process, Poland’s at­
titude toward the prospect of two Gennan states being reunified, and problems in negotiating 
the Polish-German Border Treaty and the Treaty of Good Neighbourhood and Friendly Coop­
eration are discussed in the light of previously unknown materials. The Polish path to the EU 
is widely reviewed emphasising the support of Germany and demarches aimed at speeding 
Poland’s accession. Much attention is also given to the cooperation of Poland and Germany 
in the European Union after 2004, which had its difficult moments especially in 2005-2007. 
Finally, Germany’s involvement in developing a new European and Transatlantic Security 
Strategy after the collapse of the communist system is analyzed highlighting Gennany’s ef­
forts to include Central and Eastern European countries in the new system and its support for 
Poland’s aspirations to join NATO.
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