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This volume of the “The Federal Republic of Germany 20 Years after Reunification. Poli­
tics -  Economy -  Society” series is dedicated to economic issues in an attempt at summarising 
Polish-German cooperation in this field in the years 1990-2010.

As Germany is Poland’s most important economic partner, there is a constant need for 
monitoring trends in their bilateral cooperation and assessing changes that result from both 
internal and external conditionalities. Authors of this publication analyse financial transfers 
in the balance of payments to provide deep insight into Polish-German economic relations, the 
progress made in selected fields of cooperation such as foreign trade, migration of labour force 
and relations in the border zone. The latter is particularly interesting due to the history of the 
Polish-German borderlands, their economic and cultural diversity, varying local awareness, 
and long marginalisation of those regions. These are often decisive for barriers to cross-border 
cooperation and specificity of cross-border relations. The authors: Ilona Romiszewska, Piotr 
Kalka, Tomasz Budnikowski and Zbigniew Świątkowski, analyse Polish-German economic 
cooperation in the light of the balance of payments, trade exchange between Poland and Ger­
many, migration of manpower, and the Polish-German cross-border economic cooperation.
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