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mine precisely our opinions about the author of „Wskazania polityczne" (Po
litical Directions).

KAROL MARIAN POSPIESZALSKI

THE MAIN TENDENCIES OF THE CONTEMPOEARY ELECTORAL LAW 
IN GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC

Since 1945 there has been in  W estern Germ any a strong dispute about 
the electoral system that should be applied for parliam entary elections — the 
principle of proportional representation (SPD) or of p lurality  m ajority in 
one-candidate districts (CDU). The first electoral system to Bundestag of 1949 
was intended as a compromise b u t in fact it w as the principle of proportional 
representation that proved victorious. But the controversy lasted and tha t led 
to new electoral system Acts in 1953 and 1956 which, however, did n.ot essen- 
tially  change the situation-

The act of Elections for Bundestag of May 7th 1956 provides tha t candida- 
tes in  single-member districts can be proposed either by political parties or 
by voters‘ groups while in many--candidates Lands only by political parties. 
Every voter has two votes — he casts one for the candidate of the district 
and the o ther for the Land list. A candidate may ru n  for election in the 
district and in the Land at one time. In  the district the candidate who tops 
the  list in num ber of ballots is elected (the principle of plurality  majority). 
In  the Land it is the principle of proportional representation tha t is adopted. 
According to the amount of „second“ votes the num ber of representatives for 
different parties is computed. From these num bers the ąuantity  of successful 
candidates from districts is deducted and the rest is completed from the Land 
list. Hence this system is based on proportional representation but the results 
of elections in districts may be decisive, at least as to the first places on party  
lists.

The candidate of the party  for the district is chosen by local party  mem- 
bers at a special meeting. The voter can vote in the district for the candidate 
of party  X and in the Land for the list of party  Z. This is intended as ari idea 
of individual choice (Persónlichkeitswahl)

The political party  which has neither received at least 5c/« of the entire 
amount of “second“ votes in  the whole country nor won 3 successful candida
tes in  districts cannot gain representatives from the country list. Bayernpartei 
and Gesamtdeutsche Volkspartei had raised the objection th a t this clause was 
not in accord with the constitution but it was rejected by the Federal Consti- 
tution Tribunal.

A stronger means has been applied against the Communist Party. The ver- 
dict of the above mentioned Tribunal stated that the party  itself was uncon- 
stitutional and thus ordered to dissolve.

WACŁAW RADKIEWICZ

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION OF AGRICULTURE IN WESTERN GERMANY
The A uthor dem onstrates th a t the agriculture of W estern Germany does 

not develop as quickly as the industry of tha t country despite strong stim ulants
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of the  in terio r m arket and the  support of the  sta te  which has imposed high 
custom duties on im ported agricultural products. As to the level of crop of 
1 ha, W estern Germany, in  comparison w ith other highly industrialized Euro- 
pean countries, occupies one of the last places.

The fact of increase of debts, speeially short-term  and m edium -term  ones, 
is a good evidence of these difficulties of W estern Germ any agriculture.

Investigating the reasons of this situation in  Federal Germ any the A uthor 
indicates the growing tendency of abandoning farm s for industry jobs which 
are likely to secure higher wages. This phenomenon is caused also by a great 
num ber of smali farm s which do not guarantee a  proper income and thus force 
the farm ers to seek ex tra  work. This fact is a characteristic feature of all 
highly industrialized capitalist countries and it results from the preponderance 
of industry over agriculture dependent on natu ra l conditions of production. 
This preponderance is m arked particularly  in  the efficiency of labour and 
in  the difficulties in  overcoming the obstacles to adapt the supply and the 
dem and in agricultural products. The Author inform s th a t a t present various 
attem pts are m ade to im prove the conditions of agriculture in W estern Ger
many.

STANISŁAW SCHWAJSOST

THE ROLE OF THE BUDGET IN PRUSSIAN RAILWAY POLICY 
OF XIXTH CENTURY

The A uthor presents in his work the attitude of Prussian state to the de- 
velopment of railways from their very beginnings to the  moment of overtaking 
by the state and the influence exerced through the budget.

The earliest period — from  the establishem ent of the first railw ay lines 
up to 1842 — is distinguished by giving concessions (though with great dif
ficulties) to private enterprises in  industrialized w estern Prussia and rendering 
almost impossible the bulding of railw ay lines in  the eastern part, in order to 
m aintain cheap labour in Junkers’ estates.

The Act of 1838 established the conditions of gaining concessions for pri- 
vate railw ay lines but, at the same time, it settled the term s of compulsory 
sale of private lines to the state.

In the second period — from 1842 to  1857 — the state tends to take posses- 
sion of the private railw ays while they claim the financial 'help of the state. 
From  the 40-ies Prussia had started giving private railw ay societies guaran- 
tees of their invested money profits and la ter even gramted loans. At the same 
time a special fund is risen (enlarged by a railw ay tax  passed in  1853) for 
buying private railw ays and state lines are being built in eastern parts of 
Prussia.

In  1856 already about 30°/« of all railw ay investments were m et by the 
state budget funds.

In  the th ird  period — from  1857 to 1870 — the growth of economic impor- 
tance of the bourgeoisie compells the state to quit buying private railroads 
and even to abandon for a certain  time building state railroads, supporting 
with budget finances the priyae enterprises instead.
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