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BRUNO BENTHIEN

SOME PROBLEMS OF TOPOLOGICAL STiUDIES OF MECKLENBURG

The author discusses the ourrent state of research in this field and graiphically
presents settlement in Mecklenburg before and after World War Il. He demonstrates
the relatianship between the methods of production and the character of settlement
in former manorial and demesnial parts of Meklenburg. Against this background
he outlines "the basis pattern of the devjelopment of settlements in Mecklenburg”,
taking into account not only geographical factors but also social and historico-
-economic guestions. He devotes much space to the problem of Buschramel
(“bushy balks”), which have largely disappeared in the liatih century when big
feudal eatates swallowed peasant farmsteads.

In conclusion he discusses projects for further long-term studies in this region
and points to the necessity of close collaboration between representatives of
various disciplines, particularly hdstorians, archiv)ists and ethnographers.

HANS JOACHIM BERNHARD

FRANZ FUHMANN, GERMAN POET AND PROSE WRITER ~

The author discusses Franz Fuhmanm, a German poet and prose writer, now
living in the German Demooratic Republic. Fiihmann belongs to the so-called
middle generation of writers and his work is dominated by his war-time
experiences.

On the example of Fiihmann’s poem Stalingrad, the author shows that Ftih-
mann belongs to a smali group of German writers who have successfully dealt
with the problem of the “unsurmountable past” and sees im this the great import-
ance of his work for ithe whole German mation. Of Fiihmanbs lyrical poems, highly
accomplished formally and permeated by a deep spirit of humanism, the following
deserve special mention: Altes Glas, Die Seefahrer, Die Weisheit der Marchen.

The prose works discused include Kameraden, a novel composed in accord-
ance with classical canons, a novelette Gottesgericht, and a v|olume of short
stories, Das Judenauto. Mention is also made of Kabelkran and Blauer Peter,
a novcl depicting the contemporary scene in ithe German Democratic Republic, and
of Béhmen am Meer, a short story which is probably Fiihmann’s best achieve-
metiit in recent years.

Fiihmann is undoubtedly a great ipoetic talent and his works link back to
the best traditions of German humanist literature.

MICHAL CHECINSKI

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS OF “JUIiST PRICE”
FOR FOODSTUFFS IN NAZI GERMANY

The agrioultural prices policy in the Third Reich can be divided into two
stages. In 1933/35 it was designed to create condi.tions facilitating the disposal of
agricultural surpluses in those fields which were of essential importance for
Germany’s self-sufficiency. After 1935 when the German economy started direct
preparations for war, stabilization of agricultural prices was to protect the con-
sumer market against inflation.
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In accordance with N.S.D.A.iP. phraseology agricultural prices were to be ”just
prices”. The ooncept of the “fjust price” had never been, howeyer, properly for-
mutated and the actual agricultural prices did not conform to the national socialists’
declarations. The disorepaney between theory and practice sprang from the fact
that price as a market category was bound to express the contradictions of the
market, with its clash of interests. Moreover, engaged in a policy of armaments,
the N.S.DjA/P. isubordinated its agricultural policies to this objective. This was con-
trary to the interests of the peasants, as prices stabilized at a low level enabled
the drainage of acoumulated stooks from the countryside.

In order to adapt Germany’ ‘'agricultural structure to the needs of autarkical

economy other means, too, were used to influence the decisions of agricultural pro-
ducors.

iln comparison with the period of prosperity, 1927/28—1192.8/29, agricultural prices
before the second world war amounted barely to 79 points, i. e.,, 3 points below
the crisis level. Consequently they ceased to refiect the market situation, dis-
organized produotion, consumption, and damaged agricultural Processing industries.

It may be sald in conclusion that since 1935 agricultural prices in the Third.
Reich have not favoured the development of agricultural production and caused
disturbances on the market; they were contrary to the fundamental interests of
the maijority of German peasants.

NORBERT HONSZA

PODITICAL VIEWS AND WRITINGS OF THOMAS MANN

Thomas Mann’s political activ)ity although of considerable interest, has not
received sufficienit abtention so far. Mann has always very seriously regarded his
political writing, seeing in it an important means of influencing public opinion.
His views have to be considered, for their proper apprcciation, in the context of
the numerous polemics which they prwoked with W. Muschg, G. Lukacs, H.
Eichner, J. Lesser, >P. Sagave, W. v. Molo, F. Thiess, etc.

In Bet.rachtungen eines Unpolitischen Mann developed his ideas on democratic
and, in his opinion, progressiye forms of state in a contemporary ciiyilized country.
He did not advocate, however, a concrete political structure, but was concerned
with more generat priniciples. In the period 1920—1933 Manns The Magie Moun-
lain (Der zauberberg) aroused much political discussion. He perceivpd a great
danger to Germany in those years, opposea all cheap and popular “philosophies
cf life”, and warned against demagogie politicians. Political and %Social views he
regarded as part of the great humanist idea.

After the outbreak of the Second World War Mann’s ideological attitude
changed considerably: a conservative liberat cf the years 1914—1935 he became
a liberat in the broader meaning of this term. This period in his political activity
and writing has beem sharply criticised.

Apart from his inspiring speeches against the Nazi regime, delivered over the
BBC during the war, his post-war statements concerning socialism and communism
desery6 no less reapect. Many of the views which he considered of positive valuc
he regarded more as theoretical assumptions than guiding principles for practical
political activity. Conseguently, many of his political writings lack detailed analyses
of exi8ting situations followed by concrete proposals.

iDespite difficult personal experiences, personal attacks and insinuations, Tho-
mas Mann persisted in his humanist approach and made his voice heard on all
the crucial issues of the times.
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ZDZISE AW NOWAK

INTEGRATIONIST CONCEPTIONS OF THE BIG CAPITALIST POWERS

The processes of integration in western Europe compel the countries concerned
to cede some of their sovjereign rights to supra-national institutions. Howerer, the
expected economic and political advantages and the importance of the rights
rcnourfced are not the same in all cases. Hence all countries want to influence
the integrationist processes in a manner designer! tc prornote their national
interests. As a result there are a great many canceptions.

The American attitude to European integration stems from thi§ country’s
economic position in the world and its political ideas after 1945, mainly its anti-
-communism. In the economic bolstering and political unification of Europe the
U.S. saw an important element of the strength of the western bloc. For a con-
siderable period the U.S. were ready to pay for Europe’s integration by accepting
discrimination of its own exports. In time, however, political unification increas-
ingly proved to be an illusion while economic discrimination was ever more
ac-utely felt by America. This forced the U.S. fundamentally to revise its economic
policies and to take radical measures to counteraot the results of this discrimina-
tion, as Europe’s integration developed in a direction which, should the U.S.
continue its support, would present a growing risk to American economic
interests.

Great Britain*s attitude to integration was chiefly determined by its close ties
with the countries of the British Commonwealth. These ties reinforced Great
Britain’s position with regard to the continent of Europc, but at the same time
dcpriyed her of economic ber.efits accruing from trade with its highly industrialized
countries. For this reason Great Britain wanted to take part in the integrationist
processes and shape them on the model of the Commonwealth association. Con-
sequently, it strove to prevent political integration of Continental Europe. However,
when this policy failed Great Britain made a dramahic bid to join the European
Economic Community. This ended in a failure and at the beginning of 1063 the
British integrationist policy found itself in a cul-de-sac.

In the broad picture of the dualism of economic and political efforts at inte-
Sration France stands for the primacy of the political conception. Believing in its
political strength on the Continent and fearing economic competition on the part
of other European powers, mainly the German Federal Republic, shc aims at
subordinating the processes of economic integration to political bodies in which
she would play a leading role. For a number of years this conception 1'ound its
expression in the idea of regional integration. When this did not find ready
support, she firmly declared herself for the setting up of the European Economic
Community, opposing, however, the conferring on this organizations of supra-nation-
al political powers. Europe de patries has become the formuta of the French
integrationist policy.

At the same time, the support of West Germany for the idea of integration
sprang from her eonfidenca in het economic potential which was to become
a means of securing a dominant political position in Europe. Thiis was, of course,
the result of political, not economic, calculations. An active participation in the
processes of integration was to help West Germany to throw off economic and po-
litical restrictions. The bid for the restitution of Germany’s position as a big
power, with its primary objects of the wunification of the whole country and
a revision of the Oder and Neisse frontier, reguired support of the part of Western
Powers, a leading position in the western bloc, and a weakening of the socialist
countries. Since integrationist conceptions had from the start an anti-socialist
character they suited well G.F.R.’s political interests.

However, individual western countries were not inclined to facilitate West
Germany’ renewed penetration of eastern Europe and the East-West conflict was

Przeglad Zachodni, nr 5, 1963 Instytut Zachodni



6 The Western Review vol. 3

slowly losing its sharp edge. As this conflict remained the cornerstone of the
West German political conception, the G.FR.’s ipolieies became increasingly cha-
otic. Efforts were made ito exacerfoate the East-West conflict, on the one hand, and
to establish closer political ties of an anti-socialist character with other partners,
on the other. The West German political line noticeably began to differ from
the British conceptions and oscillated between the American and the French policy.

ADAM DANIEL ROTFELD

THE MUNICK AGREEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

The Munich Agreement, which has aroused so much interest among
his,torians, merits also an analysis aind examinstioin from the legat point of view.
The need for sueh an analysis is the more obvicus when it is realized that
govjemment officials, political leaders, revisionist groupings, and international
jurists in the German Federal Republic maintain that the agreement is still
binding.

In considerkig this view three guestior.s must be answered:

(1) whether prior to September 29, 1038 Czechoslovakia was a party to
international agreements which were supposed effectiv>ely to guarantee her
security?

(2) whether at ,the time of its signing the Munich Agreement created Inter-
national legat obligations for Czechoslovakia?

(3) whether the Munieh Agreement is still binding on Czechoslovakia?

A detailed analysis of these gueries leads to the following conclusions:

(1) Prior to September 29, 1938 Czechoslovakia was a party to international
agreements which could effectiyply guarantee her security. However, the advo-
cates of “appeasement” saw a betiter guarantee of maintaining peace in conces-
sions to the aggressor than in discharging their daty of protecting the sovereignty
aind integrality of an allied State;

(2) Since the moment of its conclusion the Munieh Agreement has not created
for Czechoslovakia any obligations in international law;

(3 The formal annulment of the Mumich Agreement; has finally put an end
to any posisibility of invoking its provisions;

(4) The regulation in the Potsdam Argeement of the guestion of the Sudeten
region and the conseguent resettlement of the population reaffirmed the existlng
legat situation, thus making it impossible to plead in future the prineiple on na-
tional self-determination;

(5) Art. 10 of the Soviet draft peace itreaty with Germany (“The frontiers
of Germany are to remain what they were on January 1, 1959”) has, from the
legat point of view, a declaratory character. Its political significance lies in the
fact that it makes a complex legal basis as stopie and unambiguous as possible
— to previent revisionist demands.

LUDMILA SLUGOCKA

HARRY THURK AND HIS WAR EP.ICS

Wrriters iin the German Democratic Republic oceupy themselves chiefly with
analyzing the sources, course and results of World War Il and with describing the
life of their country as it is at present.

Among them there is a group of worker-writers which comprises, apart from
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Hans Marchwitza, Willi Bredel, Ludwik Turk, Otton Goitsche, Erwin Strittmatter,
also Harry Thtirk. Thiirk, born in Biata in Upper Silesia in 1927, was in turn
manuat worker (at first in his native Silesia and after the war m Weimar), press
photographer, correspondent, journalist and finally writer. The G. D. R. Govern-
mernt sent him for longer stays to the Federal Retpublic, Hangary (1052), and
China (1957/8). Thase experiences and observaitions of lite in Silesia and the G.D.R.
gave rise to several noytels, sitories and reportages, written in the apdc manner.
Particular menrtioin is due here to the short story Nacht und Morgen (1950) and
the novels Die Stunde der toten Augen and Das Tal der sieben Monde (1960),
all treating of the last war.

War writing is attentively followed by literary critios in the G.D.R-,
who enjoin writers not to repeat the mistakes of pacifist novelists of the inter-war
period and encurage ithem to go beyond autobiogjraphical exper,iences and show the
second world war as, above all, the struggle between the socialist and the capi-
talist system.

Thiirk’s first two war stories, Anfang und Ende and Nacht und Morgen, are
vialuable not only because they show the horrors of war (a few days’ military
service of a 16-year-old volunteer) but also the means of combating them (the
International resistance moyemeinit); Die Stunde der toten Augen beoame a best-
seller, although ,it had a varied reception from fthe critics; Das Tal der sieben
Monde is an important item of the so-callcd Polen-literatur; in telling the story
of the collaboration of a few Germaiws with the Polish underground movement
it presents a realistic picture of the situation in Silesia.

In his war prose Harry Thiirk passes his judgememt on the e”ents of World
War Il and comes on the side of peace; he also unequiv!ocally declares himself
for strengthenimg the friendship between the Polish and the German people.

Przeglad Zachodni, nr 5, 1963 Instytut Zachodni



Przeglad Zachodni, nr 5, 1963 Instytut Zachodni



