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B R U N O  B E N T H IE N

SOM E PR O B LEM S OF TO PO L O G IC A L  STiUDIES O F M EC K LEN B U RG

The au th o r  d iscusses th e  ou rren t s ta te  of re sea rch  in  th is  fie ld  and  graiphically  
p resen ts  se ttlem en t in M eck lenbu rg  befo re and  a f te r  W orld W ar II. H e d em o n s tra te s  
th e  re la tia n sh ip  be tw een  th e  m ethods o f p ro d u c tio n  and  th e  ch a ra c te r  o f se ttlem en t 
in  fo rm er m an o ria l and  dem esn ia l p a r ts  of M ek lenbu rg . A gain st th is  b ackg round  
he ou tlines ”th e  basis p a tte rn  of the devjelopm ent of se ttlem en ts  in  M eck len b u rg ”, 
tak in g  in to  accoun t n o t on ly  geog raph ica l fac to rs  b u t also social an d  h is to rico - 
-econom ic ąuestions. H e devotes m uch  space to  th e  p rob lem  of Buschram el 
(“bushy  b a lk s”), w h ich  have  la rge ly  d isap p eared  in  th e  liatih cen tu ry  w hen  b ig  
feu d a l eata tes sw allow ed  p ea san t fa rm stead s.

In  conclusion he d iscusses p ro jec ts  fo r fu r th e r  lo n g -te rm  s tud ies  in  th is  region 
and  po in ts to  the  necessity  of close co llaboration  be tw een  rep re sen ta tiv e s  of 
v arious d iscip lines, p a r t ic u la r ly  hdstorians, archiv)ists and  e th n o g rap h ers .

HANS JOACHIM BERNHARD

FR A N Z FU H M A N N , GERM AN PO E T  AND P R O SE  W R ITER  ’

The au th o r  d iscusses F ran z  Fuhm anm , a G erm an  poet and  prose w rite r , now  
Iiv ing in  the G erm an  D em ooratic  R epublic . F iih m an n  belongs to  th e  so -called  
m idd le  g en era tio n  of w rite rs  and  h is w ork  is dom inated  by h is w a r- t im e  
experiences.

On the exam ple  of F iih m an n ’s poem  S ta ling rad , the au th o r show s th a t F tih - 
m an n  belongs to  a sm ali g roup  of G erm an  w rite rs  w ‘ho h av e  successfu lly  d ea lt 
w ith  th e  prob lem  of th e  “u n su rm o u n tab le  p a s t” and sees im th is  th e  g rea t im p o rt-  
ance of h is w ork  fo r  ithe w hole G erm an  mation. Of F iih m a n b s  ly r ic a l poem s, h igh ly  
accom plished fo rm ally  and  perm ea ted  by a deep sp ir it of hum an ism , th e  fo llow ing 
deserve special m en tion : A ltes  Glas, Die Seefahrer, D ie W eisheit de r M archen.

The prose w orks d iscused  include Kam eraden, a  novel com posed in  accord - 
ance w ith  classica l canons, a novele tte  G ottesgericht, and  a v|olum e of sho rt 
stories, Das J udenauto. M ention  is also m ade of K a b e lk ra n  and B laue r Peter, 
a novcl dep ic ting  th e  co n tem p o rary  scene in  ithe G erm an  D em ocratic  R epublic, and  
o f Bóhm en am Meer, a sho rt sto ry  w hich  is p robab ly  F iih m a n n ’s b es t ach ieve- 
metiit in  recen t years .

F iihm ann  is un d o u b ted ly  a g re a t ipoetic ta le n t and  h is w o rk s link  b ack  to 
th e  best tra d it io n s  of G erm an  h u m a n is t l i te ra tu re .

MICHAŁ CHĘCIŃSKI

T he a g rio u ltu ra l p rices po licy  in  th e  T h ird  R eich  can be d iv ided  in to  tw o 
stages. In  1933/35 i t  w as designed to  c rea te  condi.tions fac ilita tin g  th e  d isposal of 
a g ric u ltu ra l su rp lu ses  in  those fie lds w hich  w ere of essen tia l im p o rtan ce  fo r 
G e rm an y ’s se lf-su ffic iency . A fte r 1935, w hen  th e  G erm an  econom y s ta r te d  d irec t 
p rep a ra tio n s  fo r  w ar, s tab iliza tio n  of a g ric u ltu ra l p rices w as to  p ro tec t th e  con- 
sum er m ark e t ag a in s t in fla tion .

SO CIA L AND ECONOM IC FU N C TIO N S O F “JUiST P R IC E ” 
FO R  FO O D STU FFS IN  N A Z I GERM ANY
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In  accordance  w ith  N.S.D.A.iP. ph raseo logy  a g ric u ltu ra l p ric e s  w ere to be ”ju s t 
p r ic e s”. The ooncept of th e  “fjust p ric e ” had  n e v e r  been, how eyer, p ro p erly  fo r 
m u ła  ted and  the  a c tu a l a g ric u ltu ra l p rices d id  no t conform  to  th e  n a tio n a l so c ia lis ts’ 
decla ra tions. The d iso rep an ey  betw een  th eo ry  an d  p rac tice  sp ran g  from  the fac t 
th a t p rice  as a m a rk e t ca tegory  w as bound  to ex p ress  th e  co n trad ic tio n s  of the 
m ark e t, w ith  its  c lash  of in te re s ts . M oreover, engaged in a policy  of a rm am en ts , 
th e  N.S.D jA/P. isubord inated  its  ag ric u ltu ra l policies to  th is objective. T his w as con- 
tr a ry  to  the  in te re s ts  o f th e  p easan ts , as p rices stab ilized  a t a  Iow level enab led  
the d ra in ag e  of acoum ula ted  stooks fro m  the  coun tryside .

In  o rd e r to a d a p t G e rm an y ’s 'ag ricu ltu ra l s tru c tu re  to the  needs of au ta rk ica l 
econom y o th e r  m eans, too, w e re  used  to in flu en ce  the decisions o f a g ric u ltu ra l p ro -  
d u cors.

iln com parison  w ith  th e  period  of p ro sp e rity , 1927/28—1192.8/29, a g ric u ltu ra l p rices 
before  th e  second w orld  w a r  am oun ted  b a re ly  to 79 po in ts, i. e., 3 po in ts below  
th e  crisis  level. C onsequently  they  ceased  to  re f ie c t th e  m a rk e t s itu a tio n , d is- 
organized produotion, consum ption , and  dam aged  ag ric u ltu ra l Processing in d u strie s .

I t  m ay  b e  s a ld  in  conclusion  th a t  sińce 1935 ag ric u ltu ra l p ric e s  in  th e  Third. 
R eich  h ave  no t fav o u red  th e  developm ent of a g ric u ltu ra l p ro duc tion  an d  caused 
d is tu rb an ce s  on th e  m ark e t; th ey  w ere  co n tra ry  to the fu n d a m e n ta l in te re s ts  of 
the  m aijority  o f G erm an  peasan ts .

NORBERT HONSZA

T hom as M an n ’s p o litic a l activ)ity a lthough  of considerab le  in te re s t, has no t 
rece ived  sufficienit ab ten tion  so fa r . M ann  h as a lw ays v ery  seriously  reg a rd ed  his 
p o litica l w ritin g , seeing in  it an  im p o rta n t m eans of in flu en c in g  pub lic  opinion. 
H is view s h ave  to  be considered , fo r th e i r  p ro p e r ap p rcc ia tion , in  th e  con tex t of 
th e  num erous po lem ics w h ich  they  p rw o k e d  w ith  W. M uschg, G. L ukacs, H. 
E ichner, J. L esser, >P. S agave , W. v. M olo, F. T hiess, etc.

In  Bet.rachtungen eines U npo litischen  M ann  developed his ideas on dem ocratic  
and , in  h is opinion, p rogressiye  fo rm s of s ta te  in  a con tem porary  ciiyilized country . 
He did n o t advocate , how ever, a concrete  p o litica l s tru c tu re , b u t w as concerned 
w ith  m ore g en era ł priniciples. In th e  period  1920— 1933 M a n n s  The M agie M oun- 
la in  (Der Z auberberg) aroused  m u ch  p o litic a l discussion. He perceivpd a g rea t 
d an g er to  G erm any  in  those  years, opposea a ll cheap  an d  p o p u la r “philosophies 
c-f life ”, an d  w arn ed  ag a in s t dem agogie po litic ian s . P o litica l and  ‘social v iew s he 
reg a rd ed  as p a r t  of th e  g re a t h u m an is t idea.

A fte r the  o u tb re a k  of th e  Second W orld W ar M an n ’s ideological a ttitu d e  
changed  considerab ly : a conservative  lib e ra ł c f  the years  1914—1935 he becam e 
a lib e ra ł in  th e  b ro a d e r  m ean ing  of th is  te rm . T h is period  in  h is po litica l ac tiv ity  
a n d  w ritin g  h as beem sh a rp ly  critic ised .

A p a rt from  h is in sp irin g  speeches a g a in s t th e  N azi regim e, de livered  over the 
BBC d u rin g  th e  w ar, h is  p o s t-w a r s ta tem en ts  concern ing  socialism  and  com m unism  
desery6 no less reapect. M any  of th e  v iew s w h ich  he considered  of positive valuc 
he reg a rd ed  m ore a:s th eo re tica l assum p tions th a n  gu id ing  p rin c ip les  fo r  p rac tica l 
p o litica l a c tiv ity . C onseąuently , m an y  of h is po litica l w ritin g s  lack  d e ta iled  analyses 
of ex i8 ting  s itu a tio n s  fo llow ed by concre te  proposals.

iDespite d ifficu lt p erso n a l experiences, persona l a tta ck s  and  in s in u a tio n s, T h o 
m as M ann  p ers is ted  in  h is h u m a n is t ap p roach  and  m ad e  h is voice h ea rd  on all 
th e  c ru c ia l issues of th e  tim es.

PO D IT IC A L  VIEW S AND W R IT IN G S O F TH O M A S MANN
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ZDZISŁAW NOWAK

IN T EG R A T IO N IST  C O N C EPTIO N S O F T H E  BIG  C A P IT A L IS T  PO W ERS

The processes of in teg ra tio n  in w este rn  E uropę com pel the co u n trie s  concerned  
to cede some of th e ir  sovjereign rig h ts  to su p ra -n a tio n a l in s titu tio n s . H ow erer, the 
expec ted  econom ic and  po litica l ad v an tag es  and  th e  im p o rtan ce  of th e  r ig h ts  
rcnourfced a.re no t the  sam e in  a ll cases. H ence a ll coun tries  w a n t to  in fluence  
th e  in te g ra tio n is t p rocesses in  a m a n n e r designer! tc  p rornote th e ir  n a tio n a l 
in te re s ts . As a re su lt th e re  a re  a g rea t m an y  canceptions.

The A m erican  a tt itu d e  to  E u ropean  in teg ra tio n  stem s from  th iś  co u n try ’s 
econom ic position  in  th e  w orld  and its  p o litica l ideas a f te r  1945, m a in ly  its  a n ti-  
-com m unism . In  th e  econom ic bo ls tering  and  p o litica l u n if ica tio n  of E uropę th e  
U.S. saw  an im p o rta n t e lem en t of th e  s tre n g th  of th e  w este rn  bloc. F o r a  con- 
s id erab le  period  the U.S. w ere read y  to  p ay  fo r E u ro p ę’s in te g ra tio n  by accep ting  
d isc rim in a tio n  of its  own expo rts . In  tim e, how ever, po litica l u n if ica tio n  in c re a s- 
ing ly  proved  to  be an illu sion  w hile  econom ic d isc rim in a tio n  w as ev er m ore 
ac-utely fe lt by A m erica. T h is forced  the U.S. fu n d am en ta lly  to  rev ise  its  econom ic 
policies and to  tak e  rad ica l m easu res to coun te rao t th e  re su lts  of th is  d isc rim in a 
tion , as E u rope’s in teg ra tio n  developed in  a d irec tio n  w hich , should  th e  U.S. 
con tinue  its  support, w ould  p re sen t a g row ing  risk  to  A m erican  econom ic 
in te rests .

G rea t B r ita in ’<s a tt itu d e  to in teg ra tio n  w as ch iefly  d e te rm in ed  by its  close ties 
w ith  the coun tries of th e  B ritish  C om m onw ealth . T hese  ties re in fo rced  G rea t 
B r ita in ’s position  w ith  reg ard  to the co n tin en t of E uropc, b u t a t th e  sam e tim e 
dcpriyed  her of econom ic ber.efits accru ing  from  trad e  w ith  its  h igh ly  in d u s tria lized  
countries. F o r th is  reason  G rea t B rita in  w an ted  to  tak e  p a r t in  th e  in teg ra tio n is t 
p rocesses and  sh ap e  th em  on th e  m odel of the C om m onw ealth  association . Con- 
sequen tly , i t  s trove  to p re v e n t po litica l in teg ra tio n  of C ontinental E uropę. H ow ever, 
w hen  th is  policy fa iled  G rea t B rita in  m ade a dram ahic b id  to  jo in  th e  E uropean  
E conom ic C om m unity . T his ended  in  a fa ilu re  and  a t  th e  beg in n in g  of 1063 the 
B ritish  in teg ra tio n is t policy found  itse lf  in  a cul-de-sac.

In  the broad  p ic tu re  of the dualism  of econom ic and  po litica l e ffo rts  a t in te -  
S ra tio n  F rance  s tan d s  fo r th e  p rim acy  of the  po litica l conception. B elieving in its 
po litica l s tren g th  on the C o n tinen t and fea rin g  econom ic com petition  on  th e  p a r t 
of o th e r E u ropean  pow ers, m ain ly  th e  G e rm an  F ed era l R epublic , sh c  a im s a t 
su b o rd in a tin g  the  processes of econom ic in teg ra tio n  to  po litica l bodies in  w hich  
she w ould p lay  a  lead ing  role. F o r a n u m b e r of years  th is  conception 1'ound its 
expression  in  th e  idea of reg ional in teg ra tio n . W hen th is  did no t fin d  read y  
su p p o rt, she f irm ly  decla red  herse lf fo r th e  se ttin g  up of the E u ropean  Econom ic 
C om m unity , opposing, how ever, th e  co n fe rrin g  on th is o rg an iza tio n s o f su p ra -n a tio n -  
al po litical pow ers. Europę de patri.es has becom e th e  fo rm u ła  of th e  F rench  
in teg ra tio n is t policy.

A t the sam e tim e, th e  su p p o rt of W est G erm any  fo r the idea of in teg ra tio n  
sp ran g  from  h e r  eonfidenca in  h e t econom ic p o ten tia l w hich  w as to  becom e 
a m eans of securing  a do m in an t po litica l position  in E uropę. Thiis w as, of course, 
the re su lt o f po litica l, n o t econom ic, ca lcu la tions. An ac tive  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
processes of in teg ra tio n  w as to help  W est G erm any  to th ro w  off econom ic and  po
litica l re s tric tions. The bid fo r the re s titu tio n  of G e rm an y ’s position  as a big 
pow er, w ith  its  p r im a ry  ob jects o f the  u n if ica tio n  of the w hole co u n try  and 
a rev ision  of th e  O der and  N eisse fro n tie r , re ą u ire d  su p p o rt o f th e  p a r t  o f W estern  
Pow ers, a lead ing  position  in  th e  w este rn  bloc, and  a w eaken ing  of th e  socia list 
countries. S ince in te g ra tio n is t conceptions had from  th e  s ta r t  an a n ti-so c ia lis t 
c h a ra c te r  they  su ited  w ell G .F .R .’s po litica l in te re s ts .

H ow ever, in d iv id u a l w estern  coun tries  w ere  no t inc lined  to  fa c ilita te  W est 
G e rm an y ’s renew ed p en e tra tio n  of e a s te rn  E uropę and  th e  E ast-W est conflic t w as
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slow ly  losing its  sh a rp  edge. As th is  conflic t rem ain ed  th e  co rnerstone  of the 
W est G erm an  p o litica l conception, the  G .F R .’s ipolieies becam e increasing ly  ch a - 
otic. E ffo rts  w ere  m ade  ito exacerfoate the  E ast-W est conflict, on the  one hand , and 
to estab lish  closer po litica l ties of an an ti-so c ia lis t ch a ra c te r  w ith  o th e r p a rtn e rs , 
on th e  o ther. T he W est G erm an  p o litica l linę  no ticeab ly  began  to d iffe r from  
th e  B ritish  conceptions and  oscilla ted  betw een  th e  A m erican  and  th e  F rench  policy.

ADAM DANIEL ROTFELD

T H E  M U N ICK  A GREEM EN T IN  IN TER N A TIO N A L LAW

T he M unich  A greem ent, w h ich  h as aroused  so m uch  in te re s t am ong 
his,torians, m e rits  also  an  ana ly s is aind exam instio in  from  th e  legał po in t of view . 
T he n eed  fo r sueh  an  an a ly s is  is th e  m ore obv icus w hen  i t  is rea lized  th a t 
govjem m ent offic ia ls, p o litica l leaders, rev is io n is t groupings, and  in te rn a tio n a l 
ju r is ts  in  th e  G erm an  F edera l R epublic  m a in ta in  th a t the ag reem en t is still 
binding.

In  considerk ig  th is  v iew  th ree  ąuestio r.s m u s t be answ ered :
(1) w h e th e r p r io r  to  S ep tem ber 29, 1038 C zechoslovakia w as a p a r ty  to 

in te rn a tio n a l ag reem en ts  w h ich  w ere  supposed effectiv>ely to g u a ran tee  her 
security?

(2) w h e th e r a t  ,the tim e  of its  sign ing  the M u nich A greem en t crea ted  In te r 
n a tio n a l legał ob liga łions fo r C zechoslovakia?

(3) w h e th e r  the M u n ieh  A greem ent is still b ind ing  on C zechoslovakia?
A deta iled  an a ly s is  of these  ą u e rie s  leads to the fo llow ing conclusions:
(1) P rio r  to S ep tem ber 29, 1938 C zechoslovakia w as a  p a r ty  to  in te rn a tio n a l 

ag reem en ts  w hich  could effectiyp ly  g u a ran tee  h e r security . H ow ever, the  advo- 
cates of “ap p easem en t” s a w  a betiter g u a ran tee  of m a in ta in in g  peace  in  conces- 
sions to  th e  agg resso r th a n  in d ischarg ing  th e ir  d a ty  of p ro tec ting  the sovereign ty  
aind in te g ra lity  o f an  a llied  State;

(2) S ince the m om en t of its  conclusion  th e  M unieh  A greem en t has no t created  
fo r C zechoslovakia any  obligations in  in te rn a tio n a l law ;

(3) The fo rm a l a n n u lm en t o f th e  Mumich Agreem ent; has f in a lly  p u t an  end 
to  any  posisibility of invok ing  its  p rov isions;

(4) The reg u la tio n  in  the  P o tsdam  A rgeem en t of the ąu es tio n  of th e  Sudeten  
reg ion  and th e  co n seąu en t re se ttlem en t of th e  pop u la tio n  rea ffirm ed  the  ex is tlng  
legał s itua tion , th u s  m ak in g  it  im possib le  to  p lead  in  fu tu rę  th e  p rin e ip le  on n a - 
tional se lf-d e te rm in a tio n ;

(5) A rt. 10 of the Soviet d ra f t peace itreaty  w ith  G erm any  (“The fro n tie rs  
of G erm any  a re  to  rem a in  w h a t they  w ere  on  Ja n u a ry  1, 1959”) has, from  the 
legał po in t of v iew , a  d ec la ra to ry  ch a rac te r. I ts  p o litica l sign ificance lies in  the 
fa c t th a t i t  m ak es a com plex legał basis as s to p ie  and unam biguous as possible
— to  previent rev is io n is t dem ands.

LUDMIŁA SŁUGOCKA

H A R R Y  TH U R K  AND H IS  WAR EP.ICS

W rite rs  iin the G erm an  D em ocratic  R epublic  oceupy them selves ch iefly  w ith  
ana lyz ing  the sources, course and  re su lts  of W orld W ar II and  w ith  describ ing  the 
life  of th e ir  co un try  as it  is a t  p resen t.

A m ong th em  th e re  is a g roup  of w o rk e r-w rite rs  w hich com prises, a p a r t from
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H ans M archw itza , W illi B redel, L u d w ik  T u rk , O tton Goitsche, E rw in  S tr it tm a tte r , 
also H a rry  T h tirk . T h iirk , bo rn  in  B ia ła  in  U pper S ilesia  in  1927, w as in  tu rn  
m an u a ł w o rk e r (at f i r s t  in  h is n a tiv e  S ilesia and  a f te r  th e  w a r  m  W eim ar), p ress 
p ho tog rapher, co rresponden t, jo u rn a lis t and  fin a lly  w rite r . The G. D. R. G o v ern - 
mernt sen t him  fo r longer stay s to  th e  F ed e ra l Retpublic, H a n g a ry  (10'52), and  
C hina (1957/8). Thase experiences and  observaitions of li te  in  S ilesia  and  th e  G. D. R. 
gave rise  to  severa l noytels, sitories and  re p o r t ages, w rit te n  in  th e  apdc m anner. 
P a r t ic u la r  menrtioin is  due h ere  to  the sh o rt sto ry  N acht und M orgen  (1950) and 
th e  novels Die Stunde der to ten  A ugen  and  D as T al der sieben Monde  (1960), 
all tre a tin g  of th e  la s t w ar.

W ar w ritin g  is a tte n tiv e ly  fo llow ed by  li te ra ry  critios in  th e  G .D . R-., 
w ho en jo in  w rite rs  no t to re p e a t the  m istakes of p ac if is t novelists  o f th e  in te r-w a r  
period  and  encu rage  ithem to go beyond au tobiogjraphical exper,iences and  show  th e  
second w orld  w a r  as, above all, th e  stru g g le  be tw een  the socia list and  th e  cap i- 
ta l is t  system .

T h iirk ’s f i r s t  tw o  w a r sto ries, A nfang  und Ende an d  N acht und M orgen, a re  
vialuable no t only because  they  show th e  h o rro rs  of w a r  (a few  d ay s’ m ilita ry  
serv ice of a 16 -year-o ld  vo lun teer) b u t also  th e  m eans of com bating  th em  (the 
International re s is tan ce  moyemeinit); Die S tunde der to ten  Augen  beoam e a b es t
se ller, a lth o u g h  ,it h ad  a v a ried  recep tion  from  fthe c ritics; Das T a l der sieben 
Monde  is an im p o rta n t item  of th e  so -callcd  P o le n - lite ra tu r;  in  te llin g  the story  
of the co llabora tion  of a few  Germaiws w ith  th e  Po lish  u n d e rg ro u n d  m ovem ent 
it p resen ts  a re a lis tic  p ic tu re  o f th e  s itu a tio n  in  S ilesia .

In  h is w a r  prose H a rry  T h iirk  p asses  h is judgem em t on th e  e^en ts  of W orld 
W ar II  and  com es on th e  side of peace; he also unequiv!ocally d ec la res  h im self 
fo r strengthenim g th e  fr ien d sh ip  betw een  the Po lish  and  th e  G erm an  people.
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