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INSTITUTE FOR WESTERN AFFAIRS ON THE TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF PEOPLE’S POLAND

Considering the tw enty  years’ ac tiv ity  of the In stitu te  for W estern A ffairs, 
a research  center a t  Poznań, an  answ er should be provided to the  ąuestion how 
far the In s titu te  succeeded in  fulfilling  the  ta sk  of advancing Polish  science 
in the selected fields, and w hat are its m eiits  in  th e  realm  of social politics. 
I t is a m a tte r of appraising  the  role of th e  In stitu te  during the  p ast tw enty  
years on the background of th e  Polish scientific level and its organizational 
structure.

The In s titu te ’s actiyities have then been influenced by the  leading ideas 
which had determ ined the s ta te ’s policy in  various domains of life. Hence, th ree 
developm ent stages during the tw enty  years of its existence.

D uring th e  firs t period (il®45—(1060) of reestablish ing centers of organized 
scientific activities in  Poland, the  Institu te  offered to respond im m ediately to the 
u rgent dem ands in  m any fields and thus replace the m issing link  between science 
and practice. The In stitu te  Consolidated the dissipated research  w ork of un i- 
versity  centers and individual scientists into a defined program m e. Its coordi- 
native and inspiring  functionis found the ir expression chiefly in the field  of 
publications.

In conseąuence of changes introduced in  the organization system  of Polish 
tuition and academ ic centers (years 1940)—<1000) the extension of the In s titu te ’s 
influence becam e lim ited. Nevertheless, several publications on the history of 
P olish-G erm an relatiomships, of the W estern Territories of the  iNazi occupation, 
have been published under the auspićes of the In stitu te ; sińce 11945 the perio- 
dical “W estern R eview ” ("Przegląd Zachodni”) has been issued eontdnually.

The In stitu te  for W estern A ffairs en tered  its th ird  period in 1056, a year 
of establishimg new  organizational grounds and of enacting a new  research  
program m e. Since then  it  becam e an independent branch  (institute) of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, ‘whose scientific aim s have been combined w ith  those 
of the Institu te  for W estern Affairs. D uring the following three years specialized 
sections of the In stitu te  have been organized. These subdivisions sta rted  to study 
up-to -da te problem s otf bo.th Germ an states and of the  Polish W estern T erri
tories, em ploying for the purpose an academ ic staff. A t th is tim e the Institu te  
gam ed perm anent pecuniary resources for its activities.

ZDZISŁAW NOWAK

GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND THE ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
OF WESTERN EUROPE

European in tegration  is propagated in  the West as a new  form  of economic 
and political relationships between capita list countries. I t  is assumed, among 
othe-rs, th a t a union of w est-European countries w ill liąu ida łe  the continual 
danger from  the p a r t of the  G erm an system  of social and political in filtration , 
and from  the ex trem e G erm an nationalism  and m ilitarism . In  view  of the rev i- 
val, in G. F. R., of the ideas of revenge it  is essen tial to answ er the ąuestion
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