
WŁADYSŁAW MARKIEW ICZ

INSTITUTE FOR WESTERN AFFAIRS ON THE TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF PEOPLE’S POLAND

Considering the tw enty  years’ ac tiv ity  of the In stitu te  for W estern A ffairs, 
a research  center a t  Poznań, an  answ er should be provided to the  ąuestion how 
far the In s titu te  succeeded in  fulfilling  the  ta sk  of advancing Polish  science 
in the selected fields, and w hat are its m eiits  in  th e  realm  of social politics. 
I t is a m a tte r of appraising  the  role of th e  In stitu te  during the  p ast tw enty  
years on the background of th e  Polish scientific level and its organizational 
structure.

The In s titu te ’s actiyities have then been influenced by the  leading ideas 
which had determ ined the s ta te ’s policy in  various domains of life. Ilence, th ree 
developm ent stages during the tw enty  years of its existence.

D uring th e  firs t period (il®4©—(1060) of reestablish ing centers of organized 
scientific activities in  Poland, the  Institu te  offered to respond im m ediately to the 
u rgent dem ands in  m any fields and thus replace the m issing link  between science 
and practice. The In stitu te  Consolidated the dissipated research  w ork of un i- 
versity  centers and individual scientists in to  a defined program m e. Its coordi- 
native and inspiring  functionis found the ir expression chiefly in the field  of 
publications.

In conseąuence of changes introduced in  the organization system  of Polish 
tuition and academ ic centers (years 1940)—<1000) the extension of the In s titu te ’s 
influence becam e lim ited. Nevertheless, several publications on the history of 
P olish-G erm an relatiomships, of the W estern Territories of the  iNazi occupation, 
have been published under the auspićes of the In stitu te ; sińce 11945 the perio- 
dical “W estern R eview ” ("Przegląd Zachodni”) has been issued eontdnually.

The In stitu te  for W estern A ffairs en tered  its th ird  period in 1956, a year 
of establishing new  organizational grounds and of enacting a new  research  
program m e. Since then  it  becam e an independent branch  (institute) of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, ‘whose scientific aim s have been combined w ith  those 
of the Institu te  for W estern Affairs. D uring the following three years specialized 
sections of the In stitu te  have been organized. These subdivisions sta rted  to study 
up-to -da te problem s oi both Germ an states and of the  Polish W estern T erri­
tories, em ploying for the purpose an academ ic staff. A t th is tim e the Institu te  
gam ed perm anent pecuniary resources for its activities.

ZDZISŁAW NOWAK

GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND THE ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
OF WESTERN EUROPE

European in tegration  is propagated in  the West as a new  form  of economic 
and political relationships between capita list countries. lit is assumed, among 
othe-rs, th a t a union of w est-European countries w ill liąu ida łe  the continual 
danger from  the p a r t of the  G erm an system  of social and political in filtration , 
and from  the ex trem e G erm an nationalism  and m ilitarism . In  view  of the rev i- 
val, in G. iF. R., of the ideas of revenge it  is essen tial to answ er the ąuestion
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w hether w est-European integration  strengthens E uropean security. Reasons for 
w hich G. F. R. has become an  en thusiastic  ad h eren t of the idea of uniting 
w estern  Europę reą u ire  to be determ ined.

D uring the p ast een tury , the concept of a common m arket played th ree  tim es 
in  Germ an history  a prom inent role as a form  of realization of G erm an im perialist 
tendencies. Followimg a re  the th ree form s: G erm an Custom s Union i(Zollverein), 
M itteleuropa and the Nazi “new  o rd er”.

A fter the  year 1945, w est-G erm any’s in te rest in  ithe common m arket idea 
took a new  aspect. In itiatives of creating economic and political communities 
w ere now  forw arded by o ther w estern  countries, w hile Germ ans viewed them  
as a w ay to re triev e  the lost ranks of an im perialist country. I t soon became 
ey ident th a t the policy of in tegration  not only failed to prevent the revival 
of G erm an hegem ony dn w estern  Europę, bu t — on the con trary  — fostered 
th is trend: G. F. R. gained a leading economic position and sta rted  to play the 
m ost im portan t role in the European Economic Com munity.

In  the field of politics, w est^G erm any’s aim  of topm ost im portance was 
included in  the pu rsu it of breaking-dow n the com m unist system  in eastern  
Europę; a customs union was the chief means. W ithin the ac tua l balance of world 
forces, recovery of te rrito ries belonging in the past to the Germ an Reich is the 
m ost unerring  way for G erm any to  regain the im perialistic sta tus. The Germ an 
F edera l Republic regards the w est European union as an effective instrum ent 
for anticom m unist struggle.

A historie and economic analysis of contem porain in tegration  concepts of
G. F. R. perm its to apprehend th a t a European union is trea ted  as a new  form  
of accom plishing the form er European ideas of the G erm an Reich.

ANTONI WŁADYSŁAW WALCZAK

SO-CALLED G E S A M T D E U T S C H E  P O L I T I K  IN THE PROGRAMMES 
OF ALL-GERMAN INSTITUTIONS IN THE GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC

The au thor provides an outlook on the basie political assum ptions of the 
contem porary w est-G erm an gesamtdeutsche Politik, the so-called “all-G erm aa 
policy”, in its reactionary  trends. These tendencies have been backed afte r 1949 
by the Sozialistische Reichs-Partei (SRP), la te r  by Deutsche Reichs-Partei (DRP), 
G esam tdeutscher B lock-BH E  (GB/BHE ), A ll-G erm an Błock m erged la te r w ith  
Deutsch Partei (DP) in  the G esam tdeutsche Partei (GDP) as well as by organi- 
zations of th e  Landsm annschaft type. T heir chief aim  lies in a G esam tdeutschland, 
a  to ta l Germ any, covering — in the program m es of these organizations — more 
than  te rrito ries of the p rio r four zones of occupation. G esam tdeutsche Politik  
looks back on the  Reich of 1937 or the iPan-Germ anic Reich. U nification of 
G erm any is identified  w ith a program m e of g radual recovery of the form er 
te rrito ries of the Reich, f irs t by organizing so-called “Essential G erm any” (Kern- 
deutschland) la te r by establishing the all-G erm an Reich (G esam tdeutschland- 
Reich).

The au th o r’s analysis of the parties in ąuestion indicates direct rela tion- 
ships w ith  the so-called H eim atpolitik  o riented  tow ards the “native country”, 
the m ultilingual concept H eim at concentrating a large em otional potential of 
national subjeets. ,

The au thor fu rth e r reports on the support of tendencies of te rrito ria l reco- 
very hidden in slogans of the gesam tdeutsche Politik  (standing in G. F. R., as 
the G. D. R., for a unification in  the  sp irit of the  Potsdam  Convention acc. to
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