
Sum m ary 5

which G erm any should be united on the te rrito ry  of the form er zones) on the 
p a r t of: the Supervisory Body Unteilbares Deutschland  (Indivisible Germany), 
N ational M ovement for Unification and the M inisterium  fu r  gesamtdeutsche  
Fragen  (M inistry for all-G erm an Affairs).

ANDRZEJ KjWILECKI

FR E N C H  P U B L IC  O P IN IO N  ON TH E SO -C A L L E D  L IT T L E  
' E U R O PE  AND, G ERM A N Y

The article  discusses views, prevailing in the French com munity, on the 
European union (including 6 countries of the so-called iLittle Europę) and on 
one of the p a rtn e rs  of this union, nam ely the G erm an Federal Republic.

For several years a m ajority  of about 60 p er cent of the F rench  public 
supports the union idea. I t  would however be m isleading to th ink  th a t France 
agrees w ith any kind of means of uniting w estern  Europę. In generał the French 
society follows the accepted views, yet as regards the details and m ethods of 
organizing the union, the convictions vary. The “European idea” is given a broad 
meaning. Aocording to a m ajor p a rt of the French public supporting  the idea 
of understanding and cooperation between various nations, fu tu rę  united Europę 
should include other countries of the continent, am ong others countries of eastern
Europę. In  m atters of political views and national sovereignty, F rench opinion 
favours the  idea of a “Europę of sta te s” ra th e r  than  an “integrated  E uropę”.

In spite of a conform ity w ith  the generał principles of the union, i t  evokes 
no great enthusiasm  in t h e " F rench com munity. F rench people do not regard 
the accom plishm ent of the union as an im portan t or pressing task. The degree 
of engagem ent is highest in the socially most privileged groups, whose judgm ent 
identifies the union w ith the ir class interests.

French-G enm an relations are to rernain in the sphere of economic and 
cu ltu ra l actiyities; the re  is to be no m ilitary  cooperation. F rench  th ink ing  is 
s till haunted by a laok of confidence in Germ ans and an apprehension of a pow er- 
ful and arrned eastern  neighbour. This a ttitude sterras from  experience born 
during the th ree  F rench-G erm an w ars of the past 75 years.

Nevertheless, old m em ories fade and new  experience takes hołd the thoughts. 
The French com m unity yearns for friendsh ip  and cooperation w ith  the Germ an 
neighbour. And yet, w est-G erm any’s attitude tbw ards w ar and peace rem ains 
the most im portan t criterion of appraisal. Behaviour of Germ ans them selves 
and policy of the G. F . R. governm ent therefore m ould the public opinion in 
France and likew ise the opinion of seyeral o ther countries.
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