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sem bly of th e  U nited Nations on Dec 11, 1946. Owing to  the N urem berg trdals, 
in te rnational legislation has proved successful in  response to the challenge of cri­
mes com m itted by Nazi aggressors during second w orld w ar.

LONGIN PASTUSIAK

M O R G E N T H A U ’S  P L A N

Considering m atters broadly, th e  United S tates have been the scene of con- 
troversy , during second world w ar, between two concepts of A m erican policy in 
respect to post-w ar Germ any. One of the groups of A m erican bourgeoisie em braced 
the  motion of re-e:stablishing a strong post-w ar G erm any w hich was to be a poten- 
tia l A m erican ally. A nother group contem plated the idea of a g reatest possible 
underm ining of G erm any aim ed a t its alim ination as an economic com petitor of 
the United States. M orgenthau’s plan belongs to  the  la tte r scheme.

M orgenthau w rote: “My program m e of liąu ida ting  the danger of G erm an ag­
gression is sim ple and consists in depriving th is country of heavy industry”. Among 
others, the  plan provided for a division o f G erm any; for a sanctioning by the 

•allies of every ' G erm an governm ent; for a separation  from  G erm any of the R uhr 
and S aar Basin; for a b an  on industria l production on account of ag ricu ltu ral 
economy.

In Septem ber of 1944, a t a session of the com m ittee for G erm an affairs estab- 
lisbed by presiden t Roosevelt, M orgenthau subm its his plan under discussion. Roose- 
velt sjrm pathized w ith  the sta te  secretary’s proposals. On Septem ber 12, 1944, he 
asked M orgenthau to come over to Quebec w here there was taking place an en- 
counter w ith  W inston Churchill. H aving received M orgenthau’s detailed exposi- 
tion, Roosevelt and Churchill approved of his plan.

A fter th e  Quebec success, adherents of M orgenthau’s plan started  to reason on 
its behalf before all the W ashington commissions and organizations w orking out 
concepts of A m erican postw ar policy. A t th e  sam e tim e opponents of th is scheme 
did not abandon the ir enterprise. The Gjuebec conference having been ended, Cor- 
dell H ull and H enry Stim son lodged a p ro test to p residen t Roosevelt and issued 
the ir own counter-proposals. Official circles of W ashington soon assum ed a nega- 
tive  a ttitu d e  tow ards the  sta te  secretary  and his followers, and soon afte r the ad- 
versaries waged th e ir  finał cam paign against M orgenthau’s plan.

U nder the  influence of this group Roosevelt suspended, in .autum n of 1944, the 
w orking out of plans of the  fu tu rę  occupation policy in G erm any. This decision 
of his proved th a t opponents of the sta te secretary’s scheme had gained sufficient 
au thority  to  p revent the p repara to ry  steps tow ards in troducing in G erm any a post- 
-w ar policy based on M orgenthau’s plan; at the same tim e they had not yet the 
pow er to force th rough the ir own concept. L ittle  by little, however, adherents of 
the so called elem ent conditions of G erm an capitulation becam e m ore and more 
influential.

ZDZISŁAW NOWAK

S T R U C T U R A L  C H A N G E S  IN  T H E  E C O N O M IE S  
O F  W E S T E R N  G E R M A N Y

In the 1950’s, W est-G erm an economy exhibited a topm ost dynam ie develop- 
m ent. On the au tho r’s view  the underlying causes of this progress w ere inheren t in 
th e  economic s truc tu re  of the G erm an Federal Republic and in the alterations to 
w hich it  had become subject. To clarify  th e  m atte r, he divides the post-w ar era

P rz eg lą d  Z a ch o d n i, nr 5, 1 9 6 6 Instytut Zachodni


