
4 “The Western Review” N° 4, 1966

sem bly of th e  U nited Nations on Dec 11, 1946. Owing to  the N urem berg trdals, 
in te rnational legislation has proved successful in  response to the challenge of cri
mes com m itted by Nazi aggressors during second w orld w ar.

LONGIN PASTUSIAK

M O R G E N T H A U ’S  P L A N

Considering m atters broadly, th e  United S tates have been the scene of con- 
troversy , during second world w ar, between tw o concepts of A m erican policy in 
respect to post-w ar Germ any. One of the groups of A m erican bourgeoisie em braced 
the  motion of re-e:stablishing a strong post-w ar G erm any w hich was to be a poten
tia l A m erican ally. A nother group contem plated the idea of a g reatest possible 
underm ining of G erm any aim ed a t its alim ination as an economic com petitor of 
the United States. M orgenthau’s plan belongs to  the  la tte r scheme.

M orgenthau w rote: “My program m e of liąu ida ting  the danger of G erm an ag- 
gression is sim ple and consiists in depriving th is country of heavy industry”. Among 
others, the  plan provided for a division o f G erm any; for a sanctioning by the 

•allies of every ' G erm an governm ent; for a separation  from  G erm any of the R uhr 
and S aar Basin; for a b an  on industria l production on account of ag ricu ltu ral 
economy.

In Septem ber of 1944, a t a session of the com m ittee for G erm an affairs estab- 
lisbed by presiden t Roosevelt, M orgenthau subm its his plan under discussion. Roose- 
velt sjrm pathized w ith  the sta te  secretary’s proposals. On Septem ber 12, 1944, he 
asked M orgenthau to come over to Quebec w here there was takiing place an en- 
counter w ith  W inston Churchill. H aving received M orgenthau’s detailed exposi- 
tion, Roosevelt and Churchill approved of his plan.

A fter th e  Quebec success, adheren ts of M orgenthau’s plan started  to reason on 
its behalf before all the W ashington commissions and organizations w orking out 
concepts of A m erican postw ar policy. A t th e  sam e tim e opponents of th is scheme 
did not abandon the ir enterprise. The Gjuebec conference having been ended, Cor- 
dell H ull and H enry Stim son lodged a p ro test to p residen t Roosevelt and issued 
the ir own counter-proposals. Official circles of W ashington soon assum ed a nega- 
tive  a ttitu d e  tow ards the  sta te  secretary  and his followers, and soon afte r the ad- 
versaries waged th e ir  finał cam paign against M orgenthau’s plan.

Un-der the  influence of this grouip Roosevelt suspended, in a u tu m n  of 1944, the 
w orking out of plans of the  fu tu rę  occupation policy in G erm any. This decision 
of his proved th a t opponents of the sta te secretary’s scheme had gained sufficient 
au thority  to  p revent the p repara to ry  steps tow ards in troducing in G erm any a post- 
-w ar policy based on M orgenthau’s plan; at the same tim e they had not yet the 
pow er to force th rough the ir own concept. L ittle  by little, however, adherents of 
the so called elem ent conditions of G erm an capitulation becam e m ore and more 
influential.

ZDZISŁAW NOWAK

S T R U C T U R A L  C H A N G E S  IN  T H E  E C O N O M IE S  
O F  W E S T E R N  G E R M A N Y

In the 1950’s, W est-G erm an economy exhibited a topm ost dynam ie develop- 
m ent. On the au tho r’s view  the underlying causes of this progress w ere inheren t in 
th e  ecoinomic s truc tu re  of the G erm an Federal Republic and in the alterations to 
w hich it  had become subject. To clarify  th e  m atte r, he divides the post-w ar era
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into th ree  periods: 1) 1948—1952, ctaring w hich th e  political and economic rev iva l 
took place; 2) 1952—1957 — the tim e of economic expansion; and 3) from  1958 on- 
wards, w hen the elem ents of economic instability  gained increasing significance.

Throughout th e  firs t period, W estern G erm any had becom e disengaged from  
a m ajority  of economic bans imposed by th e  w inning powers and had gained op- 
portunities for u tilizing its considerable economic w ealth  consisting in  a largely 
broadened — in com parison w ith  the p re -w ar period — industria l po ten tia l and 
abundant reserves of m an power. These assets rendered possible the  developm ent 
of export based on com petition w hich in  tu rn  becam e one of th e  chief incentives 
in the coming years. Increasing export effectuated w ith in  an atm osphere of a uni- 
fying policy of w estern  Europę, and under comditions of an absence of any greater 
arm am ent liahilities, was highly opera tive and created grounds for a dynam ie 
development. Nevertheless, in tim e the favourable economic opportunities had be
come exhausted and led to  struc tu ra l changes in all the constituents of the form er 
economic prosperity . Reserves of m an pow er dw indled to  a condition of shortage. 
Prices began to rise  and to affect negatively  the com petitive value of G erm an 
Products on foreign m arkets; the  ra te  of economic advancem ent subsided; and the 
balance of accounts becam e reduced.

Rem edial m eans for counteracting these economic difficulties involved a fu rth e r 
departu re  from  th e  economic policy based on the  doctrine of Soziale M arktw irt-  
schaft on behalf of a concentration of economic and  political agencies under com
petence of the sta te .

JERZY PERTEK

The presen t artic le  discusses the  more im portan t papers on the  activities of 
Kriegsm arine in  the years 1939—1945 w hich h av eb een  published so far ki the G er
m an Federal Republic. A lthough th e re  are no  official publications of the ordnance 
type issued in several countries, W est G erm an historiography gives a fairly  com- 
prehensive portrayal of the role of Kriegsm arine in  w artim e and of its enterprises. 
This holds tru e  as regards generalized synthetic publications such as strategie 
studies of adm irał Assm ann; a repo rt on the proceedings of w ar by Rugę, h istories 
w ritten  from  personal knowledge of the  w ar on sea by com m anders-in-chief of 
the K riegsm arine : adm irals Raeder and Doenitz, issues on th e  d ifferent aspects of 
battles on the sea and d ifferent w ar theatres , biographies of th e  m ore em inent 
com m anders or logbooks of prom inent ships. In  spite of the abundance of publica
tions it is hard ly  possible to regard  them  as a reliab le illu stration  of evients. 
A uthors of the  publications in ąuestion are  m ostly form er adm irals, officers or w ar 
correspondents of the  Nazi navy while the m onographs usually rep resen t an un- 
changed version of w artim e issues. For th is reason, to  a lesser or higher degree, 
they are an expression of the  notions and concepts held at tim e of the I l l rd  Reich. 
In  effect, although th e  reference lite ra tu re  affords know ledge on a profusion of 
events, its tendency to  offer excuses and to glorify the  w artim e activities of K riegs
m arine and the  careers of h igher- and low er-rank  officials and com m anders com- 
pels to assu.me a greatly  critical approach in draw ing conclusions from  th is source.

The artic le  traces out the rev ival of le tte rs  concerning w ar on sea in the G er
man Federal Republic and deliberates upon — in a chronological succession— the 
hundred-odd issues on 'the activities of K riegsm arine during the second w orld w ar. 
A t the end of the artic le  the re  is a lis t of reference w orks given in  alphabetical 
order.ł

K R I E G S M A R I N E  1939— 1945 IN  W E S T -G E R M A N  
H IS T O R IO G R A P H Y

P rzeg lą d  Z a ch o d n i, n r  5, 1 9 6 6 Instytut Zachodni

i


