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into three periods: 1) 1948—1952, during which the political and eoonomic revival
took place; 2) 1952—1957 — the time of economic expansion; and 3) from 1958 on-
wards, when the elements of economic instability gained increasing significance.

Throughout the first period, Western Germany had become disengaged from
a majority of economic bans imposed by the winning powers and had gained op-
portunities for utilizing its considerable economic wealth consisting in a largely
broadened — in comparison with the pre-war period — industrial potential and
abundant reserves of man power. These assets rendered possible the development
of export based on competition which in turn became one of the chief incentives
in the coming years. Increasing export effectuated within an atmosphere of a uni-
fying policy of western Europe, and under conditions of an absence of any greater
armament liabilities, was highly operative and created grounds for a dynamie
development. Nevertheless, in time the favourable economic opportunities had be-
come exhausted and led to structural changes in all the constituents of the former
economic prosperity. Reserves of man power dwindled to a condition of shortage.
Prices began to rise and to affect negatively the competitive value of German
Products on foreign markets; the rate of economic advancement subsided; and the
balance of accounts became reduced.

Remedial means for counteracting these economic difficulties involved a further
departure from the economic policy based on the doctrine of Soziale Marktwirt-
schaft on behalf of a concentration of economic and political agencies under com-
petence of the state.

JERZY PERTEK

KRIEGSMARINE 1939— 1945 IN WEST-GERMAN
HISTORIOGRAPHY

The present artiele discusses the more important papers on the activities of
Kriegsmarine in the years 1939—1945 which havebeen published so far ki the Ger-
man Federal Republic. Although there are no official publications of the ordnance
type issued in several countries, West German historiography gives a fairly com-
prehensive portrayal of the role of Kriegsmarine in wartime and of its enterprises.
This holds true as regards generalized synthetic publications such as strategie
studies of admirat Assmann; a report on the proceedings of war by Ruge, histories
written from personal knowledge of the war on sea by commanders-in-chief of
the Kriegsmarine: admirals Raeder and Doenitz, issues on the different aspects of
battles on the sea and different war theatres, biographies of the more eminent
commanders or logbooks of prominent ships. In spite of the abundance of publica-
tions it is hardly possible to regard them as a reliable illustration of evients.
Authors of the publications in guestion are mostly former admirals, officers or war
correspondents of the Nazi navy while the monographs usually represent an un-
changed version of wartime issues. For this reason, to a lesser or higher degree,
they are an expression of the notions and concepts held at time of the Illrd Reich.
In effect, although the reference literature affords knowledge on a profusion of
events, its tendency to offer excuses and to glorify the wartime activities of Kriegs-
marine and the careers of higher- and lower-rank officials and commanders com-
pels to assu.m-e a greatly critical approach in drawing conclusions from this source.

The artiele traces out the revival of letters concerniing war on sea in the Ger-
man Federal Republic and deliberates upon —in a chronological succession—the
hundred-odd issues on the activities of Kriegsmarine during the second world war.
At the end of the artiele there is a list of reference works given in alphabetical
order.t
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