
ANDRZEJ JÓZEF KAMIŃSKI

GERMAN POLICY IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR — PROBLEMS 
IN HISTORY AND MODERN POLITICS

The new German Reich of 1871 had scarcely been established when some of 
the German authors began to dream afoout an expansion which would include the 
Crimea and the whole of the Ukrainę into the  Reich. There was only a smali step 
from the la£t of such dreams to the first actual plans of expansion during the 
First World War. Sometimes the authors were the same as in  the case of the 
leader of the Panteutonic League, Heinrich Class who worked out. some “utapian” 
plans for the futurę, and a very -concrete although maximalist memorandum on 
German war -aims aating from the autumm of 1914.

Amo-ng other authors of annexianist plans, there was the Reich Chancellor 
von Bethm-anin-Hollweg who issued a memorandum, of September 1914, con.taining 
official and -not very moderate plans and -aimis. I t  remained unknown for a long 
time and was diseovered not before 1961, by the West German histo-rian, Professor 
Fritz Fischer.

His great an magnificent work on the German annexionisit poli-cies in First 
World War, w ith its huge documentation, was m et by an  almost unanimous, more 
v-ociferous tham substantiated, protest from, the older generaliom of his colleagues. 
It has also been attacked -by the official eircles of the Federal Republic.

In the face of the mentioned huge do-oumenitation of Fischer’s study, t-he 
conservative and nationalist West German authors cannot deny the -only, tao obvious 
facts. They try to give these facts an initerpretation more in agreement with the 
oanservative and nationalist views, if  not w ith simiple truth, and the undisputed 
meaning of the sources. Sometimes they dare not deny the facts but try to ąuestion 
them by mean-s of rhetorical questiion-s. This lis mostly the individual method of 
Professor Gerhard Ritter. Some versions remind more of a fairy-tale than a history 
(e. g. Prof. W alther Hubats-ch). The -most freąuently used method could be called 
“antiprem editative”: the plan -and ithe deed -a-re being separated, the former is 
treated as some irresponsible and inconseąuential talk t-he latter as a sponta-neous, 
uinpremeditated reacti-on in an unexpected situation.

German imperia-lism and its efforts to subjugate the whole of Europę nęither 
began nor e-nded w ith Hitler.

JERZY MARCZEWSKI

BASIC AIMS OF THE NAZI OCCUPATION POLICY CONCERNING 
THE POLISH PROBLEM (SEPTEMBER—OCTOBER, 1939)

German policy in respect to  ocoupied Poland took form essenti-ally in the 
period from September unt.il October of the year 1939. Im portant decisi-o-ns then 
took place on stablishing, for the first time, of the natiomal-socialistic concept 
of the German “Lebensraum” in eastern Europę, It w-as supposed to consist in 
a Germanizati-o-n of the western and north^western regions iof Poland by way of 
German settlement -and expropriation of the local Polish and Jewish population.
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Furthermore, German “Lebensraum” was to be gained by placing the Polish nation 
into a position of modern slavery and the latter was to be achieved by an inten- 
tkttial policy of social and ńational destructłon, of teirrorism, ,and of physical exter- 
mination of the Polish intelligenisia. A political solution of the “Polish problem”
— if only in pairt — was totally abandoned in view of the  above course of action.

WALENTY DASZKIEWICZ

THE PROBLEM OF GERMANY BEFORE THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (1945—1949)

The article deals w ith one of the stages of development of the German problem, 
namely the period cf the more «r less regular and intensive activity of the Council 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the four great powers, in the years 1945—1.949. 
That was one of the most im portant ohapters in the history of the German pro
blem. For this reason a thorough knoiwledge of the then attitude of the govern- 
ments of the Soviet Union, the  United States, Great Britain and France towards 
the German problems makes it  easier to understand the later standing of the 
great ,powers in this respect.

In the first part of the  article the author discusses the foundation of the 
Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, its competence and the mam stages of 
activity of this cabinet of the four ipowers. Then oomes a detailed consideration 
of the standing held by representatives of different countries a t the sessions of 
the GMFA in discussing the most im portant questions associated with the German 
problem, namely demilitarization and democratization of Germany; economic pro
blems; indemnities; interim  political organization and the social system of united 
Germany; the boundaries of the German State — particular concern being given 
to the Polish-German and French-Germ an frontiers; the procedure of p ropa ring 
an international conference for signing a peace treaty w ith Germany. Furthermore, 
the author reminds the Potsdam Treaty iterms on the problems in question as well 
as the policy of the great powers enacted boyond the Council of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs.
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